Threshold Notes

Absolute thresholds – minimum stimulation necessary to detect a stimulus 50% of the time (candle flame from 30 mi, watch ticking from 20 ft, wing of a bee falling on our check from height of ½ inch, single drop of perfume in three-room apartment, one teaspoon of sugar in two gallons of water

Signal detection theory—absolute thresholds vary depending on experience, motivation, expectation, alertness (sister hearing baby cry)

Subliminal – any signal below threshold (by definition you will detect it some % of time)

Difference threshold – the minimum difference that a person can detect between two stimuli

Weber’s law – to perceive a difference, two stimuli must differ by a constant minimum percentage (rather than a constant amount).

Demonstration – Place a stapler in one hand and a quarter in the other. Ask which weighs more. Then, balance both on psych books and ask which weighs more.
Relate to shopping – Cost of a soda goes up by 25 cents – very noticeable; cost of a television goes up by 25 cents, not noticeable

