AP Psychology Exam Review Sheet “Confusing Pairs” 

Bottom-up processing  v. Top-down processing 
Agontist  v. Antagonist 
Foot-in-the-door v. Door-in-the-face 
Random Assignment v. Random Sample 
Applied Research v. Basic Research 
Quantitative data v. Qualitative data 
Self-Serving Bias v. Self-Fulfilling Prophecies v fundamental attribution error
Collectivist cultures v. Individualistic cultures 

Structuralism v. Functionalism v gestalt
Descriptive v. Inferential 
Syntax v. semantics 
Anterograde amnesia v. Retrograde Amnesia 

Systematic Desensitization v flooding v. Aversion Conditioning 

Absolute Threshold v. Just-noticeable-difference (JND)
Construct Validity v. Content Validity 

Independent Variable  v. Dependent Variable 
Experimental Group v. Control Group 
Left brain v. Right brain

Corpus Callosum v. Cerebral Cortex v cerebellum
Sympathetic Nervous System v. Parasympathetic 

Neurotransmitters  v. Hormones 
Lateral Hypothalamus v. Ventromedial Hypothalamus 
Broca’s Area v. Wernicke’s Area 
Identical Twins v. Fraternal Twins 
Afferent neurons v. Efferent neurons 

Assimilation v. Accommodation 

Sensorimotor v Preoperational v Concrete operations v. Formal operations 

Sensation v. Perception 

Rods v. Cones 

Classical conditioning v. operant conditioning 

Primacy effect v. Recency effect 
Proactive interference v. retroactive interference
Implicit memory v. Explicit memory 
Recall memory v. Recognition memory
Algorithms v. Heuristics 
Representative heuristics v. Availability heuristics 

Phonemes v. Morphemes 
Fluid Intelligence v. Crystallized Intelligence 

Validity v. Reliability 
Achievement test v. Aptitude test 

Intrinsic motivation v. Extrinsic motivation 
Theory Y v. Theory X 

Internal locus v. External locus 
Lithium v. Librium 
Type A  v. Type B 
